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Ecclesiastes 3:1 states that, “To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven.” Shari F. Ponder believes that the key to life is understanding your purpose and maximizing your season by working hard, playing hard and prayin hard! As a testament to this belief, Shari has worked for over 15 years as an advocate for thousands of metro Atlanta youth as a school guidance counselor, motivational speaker, parent liaison, community activist and program director.  In 1999, Shari co-founded the renowned girls mentoring program All Grown Up, Inc. in the Clayton County Public School System. What began as an afterschool initiative in one school has grown into a multi-district, multi-school, 501c(3)  that receives public, private and corporate sponsorship from organizations such as the Atlanta Women’s Foundation, Spanx and United Parcel Service. Shari received her Bachelor’s degree from the illustrious Hampton University, graduated Summa Cum Laude from Clark-Atlanta University and was recently accepted into the Master of Divinity program at the Candler School of Theology at Emory University. 
As an educator and non-profit program director, Shari has implemented successful programs that have empowered youth in the areas of financial literacy, self-image and career and college preparedness.  Though Shari believes that hard work is the key to a successful life, all work and no play is not her way! Shari is known for her awesome travels abroad. Whether backpacking across Europe, whale watching in Canada or pouring libations in the slave dungeons of Western Africa, Shari believes that the world is her playground. In addition to traveling, playing consists of attending live music events, reading novels, and co-writing poetry with her teen daughter Bethany. 
Shari Ponder knows that her purpose includes teaching God’s Word by encouraging the disenfranchised. Shari is a member of New Life Church where she utilizes her ministerial gifts as a missionary, Sunday school teacher, Small Group Shepherd Leader and Life Bible Institute Instructor. After completing seminary, Shari will pursue a full-time career in ministry by going into all parts of the world to teach the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
